Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.

March 12, 2023 is a special day. Today is the first time
that so many churches that Brother Bai has served gather
together, but at the same time, it is sad that today is also
the last time that Brother Bai will be with us in the flesh .
Although we firmly believe that our brothers have gone
to a far better place, where there will be no more tears,
no more death, no more mourning, weeping, and pain, we
are really reluctant to part with our dear brother Bai.

Over the past year or so, brothers and sisters have been
praying to God for the healing of our Brother Bai. We
believe that God is fully capable to do so, but the miracle
did not come. In the last one or two months, Brother Bai
has been silently enduring pain with an index of 6-7.
Brothers and sisters also prayed to God to relieve
brother’s pain. Again, we truly believe that God is capable
to do so, but this has not happened. We are sure that that
God love our brother Bai, and we know that God listen to
our prayer, but why has God not done it?

If we follow the two life-time conclusions that Pastor bai
left to us right before he departed, maybe we will be able
to understand God’s will: 1) Stay in spirit; 2) reject the
voices of the world.

Around 2,000 years ago, God sent a servant, John the
Baptist, who experienced similar difficulties. When he



was thrown into prison by King Herod and faced with the
critical moment of life and death, God could have sent an
angel to open the door of the prison just as He has done
to Peter, but God did not. Likewise, God could have made
John the Baptist die more heroically or more honorably,
but He didn't either.

When the disciples of John the Baptist came to the Lord
with doubts, in Matthew 11,

"Jesus replied, "Go, and tell John what you have heard and
seen.

The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them.

Blessed is anyone who does not stumble because of Me! ™”
(Matthew 11:3-6)

thank God! By answering the disciples of John the Baptist,
the Lord also answered our prayer before God for
Brother Bai.

We prayed to God to perform another miracle according
to our wishes, but the Lord let us focus on Brother Bai’s
life instead. God has already performed many miracles on
him: we saw the resurrection of the dead, and the Lord
freed the brother from the bondage of the world; Seeing
the blind see, the Lord enabled Brother Bai to understand
and preach the heavenly truth; seeing the lame walk, the
Lord made Brother Bai go back and forth to serve
multiple churches; seeing the lepers being purged, the
Lord gave grace to make Brother Bai faithful and
obedient To death; we have also seen the Lord use



Brother Bai as an instrument to make deaf people who
had closed their ears to reject the gospel hear; also use
Brother Bai to humble the proud people to accept the
gospel.

At this moment, the Lord wants us to see the same
miracles happening to us: whether the Lord has raised
me from the dead so that we would long to be with the
Lord, whether he has made me more holy and more
obedient to the Lord. Was blind, now see? Was deaf, now
hear? Was lame, now walk? Can I testify to the power of
the gospel that has not only saved me but also guide me
to live by faith.

The Lord said, "Blessed is those who do not stumble
because of Me!" This is the message Lord has sent us
though the life of John the Baptist. Today, the same
message is sent to us through the life of our pastor, his
faithful servant Bai Cheng. If anything, maybe because he
has not done what we wished, some of our weaknesses in
faith were exposed. Let’s question ourselves: Are we
more concerned with what we can see than with what we
cannot see? Do we care about the temporal more than the
eternal?

May the Lord have mercy on us, let us ask ourselves
spiritually, "What do we want to see in Brother Bai?" This
is also the Lord's question,

"Jesus spoke to the crowd about John and said, "What did
you want to see in the wilderness to see? To see a reed
blown by the wind?



What exactly do you want to see? Do you want to see
people in fine clothes? The one in fine clothes is in the
royal palace. " (Matthew 11:7-8 )

Do we want to see people's short and fleeting life like a
reed blown by the wind be extended by another 10 years,
or decades? Or do we care about the short-term peace,
scenery and prosperity that the world pursues? This is
not what the Lord wants us to see, nor is it what Brother
Bai wants us to see. Brother Bai sacrificed himself on
earth and took up the cross to follow the Lord. He just
wanted to testify that "he longs for a better hometown,
which is in heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be
called his God, because God has already prepared it for
him a city."

We are here to celebrate Brother Bai's ordinary yet
glorious life, and keep the last testimony of his life in our
hearts. This is the best memorial for our dear brother Bai.
Death works in the flesh of our brother, but life works in
the spirit of us.

Praise the Lord! With God's support, Brother Bai walked
through the valley of the shadow of death without falling.
Brother Bai's victory made us understand God's will for
us more deeply, and made our faith stronger and purer.
We thank God! Our faith is strengthened by the miracle of
regeneration God has wrought in our brother Bai.
Because of his testimony, God causes us to stumble and
be raised up to be more blessed.

We thank God! God has prepared a better hometown for
Brother Bai, and also prepared this better hometown for



us. Our separation is temporary, and we will meet him
again in the future.

Praise the Lord! God is glorified in Brother Bai, may the
glory be to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Hallelujah!
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